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man whom the boys respect as an athlete is likely
to be more effective both as a disciplinarian and a
teacher. If a man is a first-rate slow bowler, the
boys will consider his views on Thucydides and
Euclid more worthy of consideration than the views
of a man who has only a high university degree.
The other day I was told of the case of a
head-master of a small proprietary private school,
who was treated with open insolence and con-
tempt by one of his assistants, who neglected his
work, smoked in his class-room, and even absented
himself on occasions without leave. It may be
asked why the head-master did not dismiss his
recalcitrant assistant. It was because he had
secured a man who was a 'Varsity cricket-blue,
and whose presence on the staff gave the parents
confidence, and provided an excellent advertise-
ment. The assistant, on the other hand, knew
that he could get a similar post for the asking,
and on the whole preferred a school where he
might consult his own convenience. This is, of
course, an extreme case; but would to God,
as Dr. Johnson said, that it were an impossible
one! I do not wish to tilt against athletics,
nor do I at all undervalue the benefits of open
air and exercise for growing boys. But surely